


CCC New Members Class

Lesson 3: Expectations:

· Expectations for new members.

The meaning of membership - Becoming a member of a church used to be an act of conformity in our society.  You wanted to become a part of a church because everyone else did.  Now it is different.  George Gallup has found that the vast majority of Americans think it is possible to be a 'good Christian' without being a part of a local church.

· There are responsibilities of membership

· Jesus said love for each other would be the mark of discipleship (John 13:33-34). We can quote John 3:16 but we can't quote 1 John 3:16; 'This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us.  And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers'.

· The phrases 'one another' or 'each other' are used more than 50 times in the New Testament.  We are told to love each other, pray for each other, accept each other, honor each other, bear each others burdens, forgive each other, sing to each other, submit to each other and be devoted to each other.

· And there are also benefits to membership (benefits that you cannot find anywhere else in the world)

· It identifies me as a genuine believer (Eph. 2:19; Rom. 12:5)

· It provides a spiritual family to support and encourage me in my walk with Christ (Gal. 6:1-2; Heb. 10:24-25)

· It give me a place to discover and use my gifts in ministry (1 Cor. 12:4-27)

· It places me under the spiritual protection of shepherds (Heb. 13:17, Acts 20:28)

· It give me the accountability I need to grow (Eph. 5:21)

Expectations for Church Leadership
· What you can expect from your leaders.

· An eldership led by ________ and _________.

· An eldership that will ___________.

· An eldership that will take ________ against ________ _______.

· Always with ______ and ________.

· ________ is the goal.  Not ___________.

· An eldership that is ______ to admit when they are _______.

· God’s word will guide all that we do.

· We will do our _______ to lean on _____ ______ and not  on our own understanding.

· We will do our best not to sway to the ________ or the ___________, but simply ___________.

